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Cover from the book Maine-The Wilder Part of New England by William David Barry 

This unique picture is of the surveying of the border between Maine and Canada. Size and 
inaccessibility left Maine’s northeast boundary undefined.  Frictions with American settlers and 
New Brunswick timber harvesters led to a near war in the 1830s and instigated surveys.  This 
picture depicts the use of a camera lucida – a prism which reflected an image onto paper where 
it was traced and colored. This view of relaxing surveyors is labeled “Co-cum-go-mus-sis Lake.  
In the distance is Katahdin and Spencr Mount. 

Purpose: 
The Westbrook Historical Society meets regularly in its rooms at the Community Center at 426 Bridge 

Street, Westbrook at 1:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each month. 
The purpose of the Society is to bring together those people interested in the history of Westbrook, and 
to discover, collect, and preserve any materials and objects which establish and illustrate the history of 

the area. 
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Mr. Barry spoke about his newly published book to the Westbrook Historical Society at its last 
meeting on January 8, 2014.  The book has chapters that cover Maine history from early 
settlement by the Indians to the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and both World Wars.  Filled 
with pictures, it also includes developmental events and notable people. Book is available at 
L.L. Bean’s along with other bookstores. 
Almost the size of the rest of New England, Maine was the first colonized and is the most 
forested, sparsely settled, and perhaps, the most independent-minded of New England states. 
This concise, solid overview traces 500 years of Maine history, from first contact between Native 
Americans and European explorers to the achievement of a Down East identity, national 
political power, and worldwide cultural identification. Changes in the economy, religion, ethnicity, 
arts, leisure, and education have all shaped Maine and Mainers, with some intriguing results. 
Illustrated with well over 200 images drawn from the collections of the Maine Historical Society, 
the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, Special Collections at the Portland Public Library, 
the Maine State Museum, local historical societies, private collections, and even the Vatican, 
these pages contain many rare and fascinating drawings, paintings, and photographs. The 
bibliography is a rich resource for exploring Maine history further. 
 

 

 
Diane Turgeon Dyer welcomes William Berry, author to the Historical Society. 
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∞∞∞∞∞ 

WHAT’S IN AN OBITUARY?  SOME TIDBITS FROM EARLIER TIMES. 

(Although this is not a Westbrook happening, it is interesting in that it describes an earlier time.) 
Obituary from Eastern Argus – Thursday, June 8, 1871 

Kicked to Death by a horse, Mr. Joshua Bickford, aged 50 years, employed at the factory of J. 

Winslow Jones in Falmouth, was kicked to death by a horse yesterday morning.  He took the 

horse of Mr. Henry Pearson, who is acting as foreman of the factory, to put up in a stable some 

distance from where the men were at work and in three-quarters of an hour afterwards was 

found by Mr. Pearson lying partly in the stable and nearly dead.  He was taken into the factory 

and Dr. Parker of Falmouth, was called, but he died immediately.  His left leg was broken below 

the knee, some of his ribs broken, and his skull crushed.  It is supposed that after feeding the 

animal he stepped behind him to look at a sore on the hind leg, and that in touching it the horse 

kicked, breaking his leg, which caused him to fall into the stall, where he was trampled upon.  

The horse, when the man was found had kicked off one of the stall boards, had his fore feet in 

the manger and was trembling with fear.  Deceased was a native of Scarborough, but had lived 

in Falmouth twenty years.  He leaves a wife and five children. 

 
(Westbrook – a dangerous place to take a walk?) 

July 3, 1885 – Westbrook Chronicle, Saccarappa   - 
Francois Thuotte, a deaf man, aged 56 years, was struck by the Friday night train, on the 
Ogdensburg at Cumberland Mills, on his way home to supper from the mills, and thrown 30 feet.  
He only lived an hour.  He was a resident of Saccarappa and leaves a widow and eight children 
here.  Coroner Gould of Portland held an inquest on the remains Monday.  The jury rendered a 
verdict that no blame attaches to the road but that some arrangement should be made for the 
protection of life at the Cumberland Mills crossing. 
 

(Westbrook – a Criminal Investigation) 
NO ARREST YET – Westbrook Chronicle 1899 

Surveillance Maintained for Further Developments in Case of John Berry 
No arrest has yet been made, following out the result of the coroner’s inquest over the case of 
John Barry, he was found head first in unused well off Brown St. the Friday after Thanksgiving.  
Although the inquest was conducted behind closed doors, it has leaked out that in the course of 
the investigation certain suspicious evidence was introduced which, while not wholly direct, was 
circumstantial enough to warrant the belief that Barry met with foul play, and that certain parties 
might possibly be able to tell more about the affair than they cared to divulge.  
Whether the finding of the jury that Barry came to his death by violence will eventually result in a 
direct charge is a matter of conjecture, but it is said, that the officers have, since the inquest, 
gleaned a few facts of some importance in connection with the mystery.  Certain it is that a strict 
surveillance is maintained and the matter will not be allowed to drop until every effort has been 
made to sift it to the bottom.  
 (Berry was spelled Barry as well in this article, switching back and forth) 
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Interesting things can be found in the archives at the Historical Society.  An amazing collection 
of obituaries are cataloged and easy to find.  Much work has been done to make these easily 
accessible and more are being added every day.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞ 

DONATION OF LARGE COLLECTION OF SCRAPBOOKS   
 
Dr. Ira Stockwell recently made a generous donation of a large collection of 25 scrapbooks full 
of information from local newspapers saved by Aime Thibeault over his life from age 17 to the 
late 80s.  Mr. Thibeault recently moved to senior housing and was unable to keep his large 
collection.  Fortunately for the Westbrook Historical Society, Dr. Stockwell took an interest in 
making sure they were in good hands, purchased the collection and donated them to the 
Historical Society.  Each page is full of clippings about local and business news, obituaries, 
marriages, class reunions and more.  Volunteers have been working to catalogue all the articles 
and many of the scrapbooks now have an index in the front to help to search the clippings 
easily.  This is a wonderful collection and can be an excellent assistance to those doing 
genealogy.  
 
Members of the Society are presently cataloging them for easy reference. 
  

 

 
 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
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55 YEARS AGO – Pierre “Pete” Harnois,  Death of a Westbrook Hero 

  
At the age of 31, Harnois was Westbrook’s first full time youngest-ever Chief of Police. He 
promised Elmer Currier, Westbrook’s mayor at the time “That he would build us a professional 
police department in one year or he’d resign his position.  He did just what he said – but he only 
had a year before he was killed.” 
 
On May 14, 1959 - a date etched in the history of Maine's law enforcement community - 
Westbrook's young, popular police chief, Pierre Harnois, was gunned down by a distraught man 
on Washington Street in Limerick. An Army veteran, former FBI agent and star Cheverus High 
School athlete, Harnois, 32, had only been in office a little more than a year when he was killed. 
 
The five hour standoff between Limerick resident Gordon Hamlin, 51, and dozens of police 
officers, wardens, troopers and deputies was sparked after Hamlin shot and killed his wife 
during an argument. Hamlin, who was still armed, then holed up in his apartment and refused to 
surrender.   
Chief Harnois was shot as he rounded the 
building from the cellar below (to lob in a 
canister of tear gas). The assailant fired up 
and hit the chief, who laid wounded for 
some time on the ground with law 
enforcement unable to get to him.  
There were hundreds of shots fired that day. 
There was a house next door where a 
young family was living and without the 
knowledge of the police, someone in this 
house had a rifle and was firing into the 
house from the other side of the building. 
Long after the assailant had stopped firing, 
shots were being heard and were thought to 
have been coming from inside of the 
building when, in fact, they were coming 

from the other side of the house, from 
someone who was shooting into the 
building. The incident lasted several hours, 
but when officers finally made their way into 
the house, they found Hamlin dead from a 
chest wound, an apparent suicide. 
Ironically, the chief's efforts to build up the 
Westbrook Police Department were 
ultimately a fatal decision. Harnois had 
acquired the newest tear gas equipment 
and, when word got out in May 1959 that 
the officers in Limerick needed it, Harnois 
didn't hesitate to respond with a couple of 
his men.   

From Newspaper accounts of the day. 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 

The tragedy, in a state with only one other 

homicide that shocked the public as much 

as the shooting that left Pierre Harnois, 

Westbrook police chief  and two Maine 

State Police s wounded spurred the action 

of police tactical teams and forever 

changed the way Maine law enforcement 

would respond to armed stand-offs today. 
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Presidents Message 

 
Hi everyone, spring has finally arrived and with it will come a busy time for the Westbrook 
Historical Society as we celebrate the Westbrook Bicentennial. 
Donna Conley has redone the book of Westbrook Mayor’s and that will go to press shortly.  
I have been working on a book with the help of Suzanne Norton and Gene Berg on Westbrook 
History and that is in the stages of being printed by Arcadia Publishing Company. Our local 
History Contest is still looking for people to submit entries so please consider submitting 
something on your own memories of Westbrook. 
 
June will also bring our election of Officers for the next two years. 
 
This newsletter also contains a copy of our newly revised By-Laws that Jim Born graciously 
accepted the task or reviewing and updating. This was no easy task and I want to thank Jim for 
doing this. The Board of Director’s have reviewed and approved this document to be passed on 
to the membership for a vote of acceptance at our Annual Meeting in June. Please look over the 
document and voice any questions or concerns at the June Meeting. 
 
Westbrook will be celebrating the Bicentennial with a parade, numerous programs, some of 
which we will be participating and the opening of the Centennial Time Capsule that was placed 
in Riverbank Park during the Centennial Celebration of 1914. We will also be looking to put 
together a Bicentennial Time Capsule to be opened in 2114. 
  
I am urging people to come forward and support the idea of keeping Saccarappa Park as the 
Bicentennial Park where the 1914 Centennial Stone, the 1976 Centennial of our Country Stone 
and a new Bicentennial stone can be placed for future generations to enjoy. 
 
All this being said I look forward to the next couple of months and the challenges that come with 
them. Please come forward and work with me and make The Westbrook Historical Society’s 
presence known and respected.      
 

      Mike Sanphy, President 

 
 
Contact Information: info@westbrookhistoricalsociety.org  Telephone 207-854-5588 

Officers:  President- Mike Sanphy , Vice President- Roberta Wyer Dutton Morrill , Secretary- 
Ellen Burrill,  Treasurer- Nancy Joy Curran 
Open Saturday and Tuesday mornings from 9 am to noon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@westbrookhistoricalsociety.org
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BYLAWS 

Westbrook Historical Society 

ARTICLE I 

The name of this organization shall be the WESTBROOK HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. (SOCIETY) 

ARTICLE II 

Purpose and Principles 

Section 1.  The purposes of this Society are to bring together people interested in the history of 
Westbrook, Maine, and to discover, collect and preserve documents and artifacts of historical 
significance that establish and illustrate our heritage. To promote interest, knowledge and 
appreciation, the collection shall be accessible to the general public on a regularly scheduled 
basis.  

Section 2.  The Society shall be empowered to receive and hold, by means not inconsistent with 
law or contrary to public policy, any gift, devise or bequest, tangible or intangible personal 
property or real estate; and use, sell, convey, mortgage, lease or rent real or personal property, 
and invest and reinvest the proceeds therefrom, subject to any restrictions contained in a gift 
instrument. 

Section 3. Any historical project or research initiated and funded by the Society shall be the sole 
property of the Society and any income derived therefrom shall be remitted to the Treasurer. 

Section 4.  Any contribution, gift, bequest, or devise may be accepted by the Board of Directors 
for the general or any special purposes of the Society or it may be unequivocally denied. 

Section 5.  The Society shall not be responsible for any artifact or collection, which does not 
belong to the Society, and/or which may be displayed on the premises of the Society. 

Section 6.  The Society shall be exclusively charitable, scientific and/or educational within the 
meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

ARTICLE III 

Membership 

Section 1.  Any person interested in the purposes of the Society who applies for membership 
and who tenders necessary dues shall thereby become an Active Member.  The membership 
dues paid by any new member who joins the Society during the period January 1 through June 
30 will be applied to the following fiscal year, beginning July 1. 

Section 2. The Board of Directors, by majority vote, may elect to Honorary Membership in the 
Society persons who have attained eminent distinction in history or related subjects and/or 
performed eminent service on behalf of the Society. An Honorary Member shall be entitled to 
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all of the benefits of active membership and shall have a vote, but shall be exempt from the 
payment of dues. 

Section 3.  Annual dues and special fees shall be determined by the Board of Directors and 
approved by the majority of the membership at the Annual Meeting in June. 

Section 4.  Annual dues and special fees shall be paid to the Treasurer on or before July 1 of 
each year. Members, whose dues have not been paid by October 1, shall be delinquent and 
shall be removed from the membership list. 

Section 5.  The fiscal year is July 1 through June 30. 

ARTICLE IV 

Officers  

Section 1.   The elective officers shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary and a 
Treasurer, whose duties shall be those prescribed by these Bylaws. All officers shall be elected 
for a term of two (2) years at the June Annual Meeting and shall take office at the close of the 
Annual Meeting. Each officer shall serve until replaced or reelected to ensure continuity. Only 
the President shall be limited to serving two successive terms without prior recommendation 
and approval of a two thirds vote of the Board of Directors. 

Section 2.  President.  The President shall have executive supervision over the activities of the 
Society within the scope provide by these Bylaws and shall preside at all meetings of the Society 
and the Board of Directors, and, shall be a member ex-officio, with the right to vote at all 
committees meetings excepting the Nominating Committee. The President is responsible for 
promoting the purposes of the Society, for determining the size and duties of all committees, 
and, for appointing committee chairpersons and members. Other duties of the President are to 
appoint a Parliamentarian as need or prudence dictates, and, an Auditor to examine the 
Treasurer’s accounts and file a written report at the Annual Meeting.  

Section 3.  Vice President.  The Vice President shall perform such duties as the President may 
assign, and, shall assume the duties of the President in the event of absence, incapacity, 
resignation, or removal of the President. A collateral duty of the Vice President is that of being 
prepared to immediately and temporarily, assuming the duties of the Treasurer.    

Section 4.  Secretary.   The Secretary shall attend and record proceedings of all meetings of the 
Society and the Board of Directors, prepare correspondence and preserve important 
documents, and, shall be responsible for notifying the membership of forthcoming meetings.  

Section 5.  Treasurer. The Treasurer shall maintain a list of members, collect dues, maintain a 
record of all sums received and expended by the Society and shall make disbursements 
authorized by the Society or the Finance Committee. All funds received shall be deposited in a 
financial institution approved by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall prepare a financial 
statement of the condition of the treasury for each regular meeting of the Society and each 
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meeting of the Board of Directors. No appropriations shall be made that are not in the 
approved budget or approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. 

Section 6. Vacancies that occur, other than the President, shall be filled by majority vote of the 
Board of Directors.  

ARTICLE V 

Meetings 

Section 1.  Regular Society meetings shall be held on the first Wednesday of each month with 
the exception of July and August unless otherwise scheduled by the President. 

Section 2.  The Regular Society meeting in June shall be the Annual Meeting for the election and 
installation of officers and members of the Board of Directors and, for such other business as 
may be appropriate for the occasion.  

Section 3.  Special meetings may be called by the President or by written request of five (5) 
members of the Society to include at least two officers. 

Section 4. Notification of special meetings shall be in writing, published, or  electronically 
transmitted, at least seven (7) days in advance, and, include a statement of time, place and 
information of the of the subject to be considered. 

Section 5.  A quorum at any meeting of the Society membership shall be fifteen (15) active 
members. 

Section 6  In the absence of both the President and the Vice President to preside at a meeting, 
a member of the Board of Directors shall assume leadership. 

Section 7. The enactment of business at any meeting of the Society shall be by majority vote of 
the active membership in attendance and constituting a quorum. 

  

ARTICLE VI 

Board of Directors 

Section 1.  The Board of Directors shall be comprised of the following four (4) elective officers: 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, the Immediate Past President and four (4) 
elective Directors for a total of nine (9) members. In the event there is no Immediate Past 
President, the Board of Directors shall appoint a temporary fifth Director who will assume the 
duties of the Immediate Past President until a new one becomes available. 

Section 2.  Directors.  The newly elected directors shall take office at the end of the June Annual 
Meeting to fill the number of vacancies that may exist to bring the total number of directors to 
quota in accordance with Section 1. Should any vacancy occur between annual meetings, the 
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Board may make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until the next Annual Meeting. 
The term of office for a director is four (4) years with a limit of two (2) consecutive terms. The 
terms of directors shall be staggered. 

Section 3.  The Board of Directors shall have supervision, control and direction of the affairs of 
the Society and shall determine its policies or changes therein within the limits of the Bylaws. It 
may adopt such standing rules and regulations deemed necessary to clarify, but not change, the 
Bylaws. It is responsible to the Society membership for all of its actions. 

Section 4.  At any meeting of the Board, five (5) members shall constitute a quorum. Each 
member shall be entitled to one vote; proxy voting shall not be permitted. 

ARTICLE VII 

Committees 

  Section 1.  Finance Committee. The President shall chair the Finance Committee assisted by 
the Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Immediate Past President. This 
committee is responsible for preparing the annual budget for presentation and approval at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society.  Any request from any source for an expenditure that is not in 
the approved budget must be referred to the Finance Committee and the Board of Directors 
for evaluation and final action. 

Section 2.  Nominating Committee.  At least thirty (30) days before the June Annual Meeting, 
the President shall activate a Nominating Committee to nominate candidates for elective office 
and Board of Directors vacancies. 

Section 3.  Communication Committee.  This committee, upon instructions from the President 
or the Secretary, shall inform Society members of the time, place and nature of forthcoming 
meetings. Contact with the membership shall be made in accordance with the time limits and 
methods imposed by these Bylaws. 

Section 4.  Publicity Committee.  This committee shall compile, publish, and distribute 
promotional material to inform the membership and the public about historic items of interest 
in the Society collection and about forthcoming programs. The Newsletter editor and 
Webmaster shall be a member of this committee. 

Section 5.  Program Committee. This committee shall be responsible for providing suitable 
programs for Society meetings. 

Section 6.  Membership Committee.  This committee shall be responsible for membership 
drives, processing candidates and introduction of new members. 

Section 7.  Hospitality Committee. This committee shall be responsible for greeting members 
and guests at Society meetings. Included in their duties is that of maintaining the guest book 
and name tags, and, making provisions for refreshments. 
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Section 8.  Friendship Committee.  This committee shall be responsible for remembering 
members at times of sickness and bereavement.  

Section 9.  Library and Museum Committee.  This committee shall be responsible for the 
cataloging, care, transcription, loaning, storage, arrangement, and display of books, 
manuscripts, newspapers, historical documents and artifacts in possession of the Society. 
Subject to Board of Directors’ guidelines, they are empowered to accept or reject any item 
offered to the Society. 

Section 10.  Necrology Committee. This committee shall be responsible for creating and 
maintaining a record of obituaries of all persons with Westbrook connections. 

Section 11.  Additional temporary committees may be established by the President with Board 
of Directors’ approval. Committee appointments shall be for two (2) years and may be 
renewed. 

ARTICLE VII 

Personal Liability 

No officer, director or member shall be held personally liable for any debt, liability or obligation 
of the Society. All persons, organizations and other entities having any claim whatever against 
the Society may look only to the funds, money due, and /or assets of the Society for payment of 
any such claim. 

ARTICLE IX 

Amendments 

Section 1.  Whenever in its judgment there is a need for revision or amendment s to the 
Bylaws, the Board of Directors shall establish a Bylaws Committee to make recommendations 
to the Board. These recommendations may be enacted in whole or in part, by a two-thirds vote 
at any duly organized meeting of the Society, provided that a copy of any changes proposed for 
consideration has been made available to active members of the Society at least fifteen (15) 
days prior to the date of the meeting. 

Section 2.  These Bylaws were initially adopted and approved December 3, 1986. They were 
subsequently amended or revised: March 2, 1988, May 7, 1997, November 1, 2000, October 5, 
2001, and April 3, 2002.  

ARTICLE X 

ROBERT’S RULES 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Revised shall govern the 
Society in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with 
these Bylaws and any special rules of order the Society may adopt. 
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ARTICLE XI 

Dissolution 

Section 1.  If the Board of Directors concludes that the Society can no longer continue to 
function, it shall call a special meeting of the Society to consider dissolution. 

Section 2. If dissolution is approved by a majority of the members present and voting, the 
Board of Directors shall comply with the requirements of the Maine Nonprofit Corporation Act. 
After all bills have been paid, the total assets shall be liquidated and allotted in accordance with 
current governmental regulations under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. No funds shall 
inure to the benefit of any individual Society member. 

   

              Revised:   October 22, 2013      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westbrook Historical Society  
426 Bridge Street 
Westbrook, ME 04092 
Tel:  854-5588 
 


